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regard to the claim of old servants, and in spending the

State money at their disposal'.  He was in fact to be the

Chancellor of the Exchequer. As an Accounts and Audit

Department the new creation has worked efficiently; as

the controlling financial authority it has fallen short of

expectations.

IX

Scrupulous as the Maharaja has always been in respecting
the susceptibilities of his countrymen in matters of ritual
and religion with which he had no sympathy, his personal
temperament and his deliberate convictions led him to
seek for officers of his State from all sorts of races, regard-
less of caste and creed. The first Dewan of his own
choosing was a Mahomedan; his second a Brahman from
the British service; another a Parsi. He has now imported
his chief officers from Bengal and from Madras; very few
have been native-born Gujeratis, and still fewer were
Marathas. There is one European in the list who held
office for two years, but his original appointment was
somewhat in the nature of an accident, as the xmtimely
death of Mr. Romesh Dutt after only five months of office
took the Maharaja by surprise. His ideas, indeed, regard-
ing the employment of Europeans in the State appear to
have undergone a change during the course of the years.
No doubt his visits to Europe, and especially his growing
familiarity with the European character as it was revealed
to him by his large circle of friends, had much to do with
this change of attitude. In March 1886 he writes to his
Dewan, Kasi Shahab ud din:

*The employment of Europeans will as a permanent system
be one of the worst measures in the interests of the States. The
employment of the Goralokes will be something like the thin
end of the wedge/ *

1 Selected Letters, vol. i, No. 4, p. 3, dated 19,3.1886.